
DANCE STUDIO POLICIES & PROCEDURES FOR TECHNIQUE CLASSES: 
FALL 2020 

 
I. GENERAL POLICIES, EXPECTATIONS, & RATIONALE 

• In addition to Skidmore’s protocol for reopening the campus, all policies and procedures 
for the Dance Department are also in compliance with guidelines set forth by Johns 
Hopkins University & the Dance USA Taskforce. With few resources on safety protocol 
for dance-specific environments, these two institutions have guided us in drafting these 
policies. These policies and procedures are NOT recommendations. They are to be 
adhered to and strictly observed by both students and faculty—no exceptions. 

 
• All technique classes will be reduced to one hour this semester. This reduces potential 

exposure time in an enclosed space, creates a safer timeframe for entrances and exits 



better. If you need to use the restroom and it has three occupants, please wait outside. 
Always wash your hands and use a paper towel to open the door on your way out to 
avoid unintentional contamination after washing.  
 

ENTRANCE INTO THE STUDIOS: 
• Professors will assign students entrance times by row or barre at the beginning of the 

semester. Entrance times will be in five-minute increments to avoid overcrowding in the 
hallway; there will be three entrance groups per studio. Each group will also be assigned 
a wall to store their bags under the barres. Class work will begin 10–15 minutes after 
the designated start time to allow students to arrive safely. Students in early entrance 
groups may stretch on the floor in their designated space before class begins if they 
bring a personal mat. This is a departure from normal studio policy to reduce time in the 
hallway. Bring what you will need into the studio. 

 
• Students will wipe their barres down with provided sanitation wipes before class. 

 
• Coats are to be hung on hooks in the hallway; shoes placed in the cubbies.  

 
• 



• Masks (I): All students are required to wear a mask that covers both your mouth and 
nose from the time you enter the building until you leave—no exceptions. Under 
Armour provides masks designed for athletics. Find a solution that works for you and 
practice wearing it. There should be no removing of masks in the studios for any reason. 
Due to current research, neck gaiters are not an acceptable solution. If you find you 
cannot wear a mask in the studio, you will need to take the class remotely.   
 

• Masks (Part II): Please attempt to keep the same mask on for the entire class. Since 
classes are reduced to sixty minutes with minimal high intensity activity, you should be 
able to wear the same mask for the duration. However, you should have a spare mask in 
your bag in case of damage or malfunction. If you have an issue with your mask breaking 
or forget a backup, alert your class TA. You will need a mask to stay in class.  
 

• You will not be allowed to bring any food or drink into the studio—this includes water. 
Removing your face covering for any purpose while in class creates a potential danger 
and will not be allowed. You may drink water before you arrive or after you leave the 
building. Since class time is reduced to sixty minutes, you should be able to make it 
through class without water. If you need water during 



 
• There will be no partnering or hands-


