Building a Scribner Seminar Course

As you prepare to construct or modify a Scribner Seminar syllabus it is important to keep in
mind that these courses are fundamentally different from the courses typically offered at the
College. They are unique in several ways: they are open only to first-year students; they include
a fourth credit hour component that involves direct address of issues related to first-year
adjustment to college life; they must be interdisciplinary in nature; and they include a peer
mentor. Your syllabus should reflect your own perspectives on these unique attributes.

One of the biggest challenges in imagining a course and constructing a syllabus for the FYE is
identifying a level of academic rigor that is appropriate for first-year students. We have heard in
the past that students enter Skidmore with the false assumption that the Scribner Seminar is
“fluffy
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e recognize choices, examine assumptions and ask questions of themselves and of their
own work

e formulate conclusions based upon evidence

e communicate ideas both orally and in writing

» relate the results of the course to their educational goals

Interdisciplinary Perspectives

Your course should help students see the benefits of employing more than one single disciplinary
perspective when approaching any subject matter or issue. ldeally, students will learn to
distinguish among, and formulate, the types of questions asked by different disciplines as well as
learn to use their various methodologies to gain the most complete understanding possible.

The interdisciplinary focus may be broad, drawing on a wide range of disciplines (e.g., biology,
economics, and literature). Alternatively, the course may reflect the perspectives of a smaller
number of disciplines, and those disciplines may all be within a similar area of study. For
instance, one might propose a course that draws on the social sciences (e.g., combining
historical and economic perspectives), or the sciences (e.g., combining biological,
mathematical, and physics perspectives).

Critical Thinking

Your course should develop the sorts of skills that are consistent with the notion of Critical
Thinking as espoused in Skidmore's
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Accessibility

All Scribner Seminars must be accessible to all incoming students. Please keep in mind, in
particular, that international students may be excited to study American topics but may have
less familiarity with our culture. If your course is in any way specific to the United States,
such students may require additional patience and support.

Procedure for Course Approval

Instructors must upload their course proposals in the Curriculog system by January 6, 2022.
Once inside the system, choose “Scribner Seminar Proposal Form,” even if you are proposing a
revision of an existing course. In addition to filling out all required fields, you will be asked to
upload your syllabus.
Please note that your Scribner Seminar syllabus must include the following:

e Learning Goals for Scribner Seminars (though you may also include your own

learning goals)

e Aclear statement of how your fourth credit hour will be used

e Weekly schedule with readings (with chapters or page ranges specified)

e Assignments and relevant grade percentages

Please “launch” and “approve” your proposal, which sets it into motion within the system. It
will be approved by your Chair; the FYE Director; and the Associate Dean before moving to the
Curriculum Committee. At any stage you may be asked for further inclusions or clarifications.

Cataloqg Descriptions for Scribner Seminars: Recommendations from
Curriculum Committee

When writing catalog descriptions, Scribner Seminar faculty should keep in mind a few things:
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How to Schedule your Scribner Seminar

Course scheduling for Scribner Seminars happens each January—nbefore departmental deadlines.
You will receive an e-mail in early January with instructions on how to submit your day/time and
classroom preferences. The four credit hour seminar may be delivered in two ways: 1) via a
standard 4-credit hour block; or 2) via a three credit hour block + an additional “floating™ hour
for the 4™ credit. For option #2, the floating 4" credit hour may be scheduled on any weekday
morning, 8:30-9:30 a.m., or on a weekday evening (MTWTh), 6:30-7:30 p.m. or 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Please note that you must submit three options. While we will do everything possible to give
you your first choice, we must balance a variety of concerns as we schedule courses. We will
confirm with you first before recommending the final day and time to the Registrar's Office.

SEE THE REGISTRAR'S WEBSITE FOR A LIST OF SCHEDULING OPTIONS.

Additional Pedagogical Considerations

Cluster Approaches

Scribner Seminars lend themselves to collaborations. Feel free to be creative regarding potential
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https://www.skidmore.edu/fye/faculty/scheduling.php



http://www.skidmore.edu/writingcenter/

